The Denton County Courthouse-on-the-Square Museum

The Denton County Courthouse-on-the-Square Museum, opened in 1979, is a unique repository of exhibits, special collections, and historical documents that provide visitors with an overview of the communities and residents, which have contributed to the county’s rich heritage. Whether you are an out-of-town visitor or a life-long resident, you will be both educated and entertained as you immerse yourself in Denton County’s days gone by. 

Inside the Courthouse main entrance, a short distance down the hall and to the left is the entrance to the Main Exhibit Room. Its glass-enclosed displays are filled with photos and brief historical information on all of Denton County’s communities, including Argyle, Aubrey, Bartonville, The Colony, Flower Mound, the Lake Cities (Lake Dallas & Corinth), Little Elm, Lewisville, Ponder, Pilot Point, Roanoke, and Sanger, as well as Denton, the county seat since 1857. The history of the African-American and Mexican-American communities is also explored in displays which provide information on some of the prominent families who have impacted Denton County. 

Denton County’s rich educational past is of interest to many. Denton has been a center for higher education since 1890 when North Texas Normal College, now the University of North Texas, was established. The history of Texas Woman’s University dates back to 1903 when it opened as the Girls Industrial College. 

Several special collections are housed in the Museum; most on loan from the University of North Texas, which has played a vital role in the development of the Museum. Others are on loan from individuals. A room immediately inside the Courthouse to the right includes an eclectic mix of displays ranging from an extensive American pressed blue class collection to early American quilts, a thimble collection, and a one-of-a-kind pecan art collection. An Indian pottery collection, ranging from pre-Columbian to modern Pueblo Indian pieces, is located in the main exhibit area

In the childhood room adjacent to the main exhibit area, a Heywood-Wakefield antique wicker baby carriage and infant bed share space with a collection of early American toys and a collection of dolls from around the world. 

The hallway between the childhood room and main exhibit room is filled with examples of period furniture used in Denton County buildings. A panoramic photographic view of Denton circa 1925 is a highlight. 

The hallway located on the east side of the main room features guns and weaponry from the settling of Texas to World War II.

Off that hallway, the farm room offers a view of early pioneer life in rural north Texas. Examples of farm implements, kitchen tools, wood stoves, churns, and other household items used by Denton County settlers offer a glimpse into their simpler way of life.   

A display of handcrafted Denton County pottery is located in the hallway across from the Denton County Historical Commission office. The Wilson Kiln, which operated from the mid to late 1800’s in the southeast part of Denton County in what is now Corinth, provided pottery for some of Texas’ early settlers. 

History of the Courthouse on the Square

Construction began on the Courthouse-on-the-Square in 1895; the cornerstone was laid in 1896, and the Courthouse was dedicated in 1897. Ninety years later, in 1985-87, it was restored to its original grandeur, and in 2003-2004, more recent renovations were completed. One of about 100 original courthouses remaining in Texas, Denton County’s Courthouse has been ranked as one of the most beautiful in the State.

The cream-colored limestone from which the courthouse is built was quarried on the Ganzer farm north of Denton and hauled to the construction site in wagons. There are 82 red Burnett County granite columns with caps and bases of Pecos red sandstone. The tan sandstone is from Mineral Wells.

The century tower clock in the dome, made by Nels Johnson of Manistee, Michigan, is six feet tall and has four illuminated dials, each five feet three inches in diameter. The top of the dome is 140 feet about ground level.

The blue granite cornerstone was laid in a Masonic ceremony on February 8, 1896. Names of the county judge and commissioners, architect and construction superintendent are engraved on the cornerstone.

Denton County and the City of Denton are named for John B. Denton, a frontier preacher, lawyer and Indian fighter killed in an Indian battle in 1841.

The courthouse was declared a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark in 1970 and added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1977.

The first floor houses the Courthouse Museum, Denton County Historical Commission and other offices, while Denton County administrative offices are located on the second and third floors.

Research, Records, and Education

Visitors interested in genealogical research may wish to take advantage of the Museum archives and Denton County Historical Commission resources available on the first floor of the Courthouse-on-the-Square. The Historical Commission maintains a continuing record of all cemeteries and burials in Denton County. Archival records include documents and photographs of early Denton County people and places. The Commission and Museum Library has multiple resource materials on both Denton County and Texas history, as well as guides to antiques and collectibles available for on-site research.

Museum Volunteers

Volunteers are a key resource for the Museum. The Denton County Historical Commission’s museum committee provides special project support as well as museum docents who provide staff support during regular Museum hours. Volunteers participating in the Museum’s Student Outreach Program visit schools in Denton County. A traveling trunk full of early pioneer artifacts is taken to school classrooms, as volunteers explain their use. Teachers can choose from local and Texas history programs. Materials on local history are also made available to students upon request.

Support and Funding

In addition to support provided by the Denton County Historical Commission, funding for the Museum comes from Denton County and the City of Denton. Donations from the Denton Benefit League and other civic organizations provide supplemental support. Private donor support is also welcomed.

Tours

Museum tours for both student and adult groups may be scheduled by contacting the Courthouse Museum office at 940.349.2850. 

(Back panel info)

The Denton County Courthouse-on-the-Square Museum is located on the first floor of the Courthouse.

110 W. Hickory

Denton, Texas 76201

Phone: 940.349.2850

Fax: 940-349-2851

http://dentoncounty.com/dept/hcm.htm
Hours:

Tuesday-Friday 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Saturday 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

Closed Sunday and Holidays

Free Admission, Handicapped Accessible

Denton County Historical Commission

110 W. Hickory

Denton, Texas 76201

Phone: 940.349.2860

http://dentoncounty.com/dept/hcomm.htm
Research facilities and offices for the Courthouse Museum and the Denton County Historical Commission are open Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Bayless-Selby House Museum

317 W. Mulberry Street

Denton, Texas 76201

Phone: 940.349.2865

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 10 a.m.-12 noon and 1-3 p.m.

Closed Sunday, Monday and Holidays

Free Admission, Handicapped Accessible

http://dentoncounty.com/dept/bayless-selby.htm
